	~ My Family ~

My husband became symptomatic with Huntington’s Disease nearly 17 years ago, when he was 42 years old.  I am his full-time caregiver.  

We had no idea this disease was in his family until his mother, who had been adopted, was diagnosed.  She died from HD.  Now, each of my husband’s siblings have HD and all of us have children who are at risk for carrying the gene.  

It impacts every aspect of our lives.  It robs us of our futures ~ our hopes, our dreams.

Like hundreds of thousands of other HD family members, friends, and researchers, we pray daily for a CURE.

We would appreciate your thoughts and prayers, as well.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR TAKING THE TIME TO LEARN ABOUT HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE.
	FOR MORE INFORMATION

OR TO MAKE A 

DONATION:

Huntington’s Disease Society

Of America

www.hdsa.org
1-800-345-HDSA

HDSA – Northwest Chapter

www.geocities.com/nwhdsa/
1-206-464-9598

Huntington’s Disease

Advocacy Center

www.hdac.org
The Huntington’s Disease Lighthouse

www.hdlighthouse.org

	THANK YOU FOR 

ALLOWING ME TO 

TELL YOU ABOUT
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HUNTINGTON’S 

DISEASE




	DESCRIPTION:

       An inherited, degenerative, and terminal brain disorder.

       A disease which slowly destroys both the mind and the body.

       Symptoms generally appear between 30 and 50 years of age, but have appeared as young as 2 and as old as 70.

       HD usually progresses over a 10 to 25 year period.  However, children affected with Juvenile HD will die before reaching adulthood.

       Each child of an affected parent has a 50% chance of inheriting the gene.

      HD is recognized today as one of the more common genetic diseases.

	CHARACTERISTICS/SYMPTOMS

       Personality changes, depression, mood swings, forgetfulness, impaired judgment, and cognitive decline.

       Unsteady gait, involuntary movements (chorea or dance-like), and intoxicated appearance.  Wheelchair and/or bed-bound in later stages.

       Slurred speech in early stages, loss of speech likely in later stages.

       Dysphagia, or difficulty swallowing, choking and aspiration of foods and liquids.

       As brain cells become depleted, the severity of the symptoms increases.

      There is no remission.  Death results from complications: infection, choking, pneumonia or heart failure.
	AFFECTED POPULATION:

       HD affects more people than Hemophilia and as many as Cystic Fibrosis or Muscular Dystrophy.  A quarter-of-a-million Americans have Huntington’s Disease or are at risk for inheriting HD.

       HD affects all races and ethnic groups, both males and females.

       HD does not skip generations.

       If you carry the gene, you will develop the disease and can pass it on.

       Children of an affected parent live their lives knowing they are at risk for HD.

       Each family member is severely

challenged; emotionally, socially,

and economically.
There currently is no cure for HD


